••••••••

•
•
•
•

••
B

m •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

!:•·
•
•

~:

•

. tuned,

~
•
-

•
•
•

•
•
••
••
B
•
••

B

•

•

~

.

•
•R

•

•
•
•

m

-

·
•
·•

:•

a

•

:':

••.•
' II

II
•
II

_,;[,1.;"

"

..

~

II

•II
•
••
••
m

•

!
•

II

E ••••

'II

•

•
II
-

•
•
•
•II
•
•
•
•

II

:

...c.

•

Pioneer

&/.

Mothers Cabin Built by Oregon Daughters

e~

01 the American

Revolution

•

at Champoeg

•

e~, ()~

m ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

~
•If

~ •••••••••••••
..

An Appreciation
In compiling this booklet, the Susannah
Lee
Barlow Chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution, of Clackamas County, Oregon, has had
the invaluable assistance of those whose names are
signed to the foreword and the descriptive articles
accompanying the reproductions of the pioneer historic
houses of Clackamas County, and the advice and assistance of many others, all of which is acknowledged with
grateful appreciation.
\Vhere there has been a question the Committee
has utilized data from the History of Oregon written
by the Rev. H. K. Hines, D. D. in "Pen Pictures from
the Garden of the \V orld" and· has had the close
cooperation
of the Oregon Historical
Society; the
Oregon City Library, the Oregonian and the Oregon
J oumal of Portland,
the Oregon City Enterprise
of Oregon City, and the Beaver Engraving Company
of Portland.
To the authors

of the descriptive

articles and the

Foreword
work.

the Committee

is grateful

for their diligent

The booklet is made possible through the cooperation also of the business and professional institutions
of Clackamas county and the Milwaukie,
Oregon
Chamber of Commerce.
The advertisements
which make up a special section have helped to defray the cost. To all of them
the Committee expresses its appreciation.
It is our hope that this booklet will help to preserve
the record of the past of Clackamas county which is
rich in history, inspiring to later generations and abundent in fine examples of sturdy pioneer manhood and
womanhood.
-THE

COMMITTEE
Mrs. Franklin

Oswald

Mrs. Dorothy Johnston
Mrs. S. W. Richardson
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j1Btbication
TO
THE PIONEERS WHO BLAZED THE TRAIL
TO THE PACIFIC NORTH WEST.
A mid constant and arduous trials
They came on a noble quest,
Carving from a trackless wilderness
Homes in the great new west.
These houses stand as monuments
To those who paved the way.
With much respect and reverence
We honor them today.
-GERTRUDE

OSWALD.
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Introduction
Every community likes to keep alive its own story,
and to place markers, for the benefit of tourists and
the later generations.
In p.articular,

without statewide concern for those objects of history
which have statewide significance.

That is natural and commendable.

children

should grow up knowing

thing of the personalities

And in the latter class we decidely should not over-

some-

look the old houses of Clackamas county, which an~
the subject of this publication. Most of the communities

and the ac!ventures associated

with the streets they travel and the hills where they
play. It givcs them a constant sense of oneness with
time.

of Oregon
stranger.

have structures

Some are authentically

only in comparison
But those of us who have occupied
history

more than casuaily,

end the responsibility.
cannot

meet

with

problem

for example,
simply

aged;

concerned,

one

It happens

significance

are

Oregon City and adjacent Clackamas county

have far more than their share-far

by reading

some are aged

to other local structures.

that so far as houses of true historical

realize that this does not

In Oregon,

the whole

ourselves

that are pointed out to the

more than any

and by

other community in the state. So this study of the
old Clackamas homes, prepared as a matter of love

putting up plaques in celebration of the strictly' local
celebrities. That leaves too much of a gap between. It
lea yes out, for example, those sites and scenes and

and appreciation by the Susannah Lee Barlow Chapter
of the Daughter of the American Revolution, really
belongs to all of Oregon. The people of all the state

objects which belong in a sense to the state at large
rather than to the individual communities alone. Cer-

should visit these old houses or thc sites where they

textbooks

tainly

in regard

we cannot

to our national

have

a balanced

history

sense

();lce stood when they can, and should feel a continuing
interest in their preservation.

of history

Two
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It was geography
in creating

which played

this situation.

Dr. McLoughlin

early realized the value of \Villamette
of waterpower.

Then

as the natural

gateway

the principal

Oregon

part

So, concentrated here, within a comparatively
few
miles, is much of the best of what remains to us. And

and others

it' is made accessible to us through this book. In the
past it has been too much of a chore for the visitor,

Falls as a source

City further

prospered

or even most Clackamas

to the vVillamette Valley. Fin-

metropolis,

but

in the meanwhile

City had had its day, and this day happened

circuit will become a regular
with

of

residences-especially

the

old houses

to locate

that the Clackamas

ancl much enjoyed tour-

whispering

their

memor~es

of

wagon trains and steamboats and expansive country
living in an age now departed. Our lives will be
enriched.

Oregon
to coin-

cide with a period of great pride in the workmanship
and architecture
homes.

people themselves,

the houses. Now we can anticipate

ally, it turnecl out to be the terminus of the Oregon
Trail, at least for dispersal purposes. Later the location of Portland at the head of tidewater determined a
different

County, Oregon

-PHILIP

country

August

Three

11, 1947.

H. PARRISH
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The Dr. John

McLoughlin

House

"Poor is the country that boasts no heroesBut beggared is that people, who having them, forget."
OREGON has her heroes, and she has not forgotten
them. One such was Dr. John McLoughlin whose house
now stands in Oregon City and is a National Historic
Site, the eleventh in the United States.
The house was built in 1846 and occupied by him
until his death Se1)tember 3, 1857. It was built facing
the falls and river on the ground now occupied by
the Hawley Paper mills. It was moved from its original location in 1909 in order to make way for the
mills. It was relocated in McLoughlin Park at Seventh
and Center Streets, where it now stands.
McLoughlin
park was given to Oregon City by
Dr. McLoughlin and is indicated as a park on the plat
of Oregon City to be found in the House. This plat is
signed by Dr. McLoughlin. The certificate of the Recorder says the plat was filed on December 2, 1850.
A statem'ent on the plat recites that the part of the
town between Washington
street and the river was
surveyed by Jesse Applegate in 1844.
Dr. John McLoughlin was born in the Parish of
La Rievere-du-Loup,
below Quebec, Canada, on October 19, 1784 of Scottish, Irish and French parentage.
He studied medicine and entered the employ of the
North West Company as a doctor. He became a chief
factor of the Hudson's Bay Company and was sent to
take charge of the Columbia District in 1824. In 1825
he established
his headquarters
at Fort Vancouver,
which he built. He resigned from the company in
1845 and took up his residence in Oregon City in the
new home which he built there in 1346. He became a
citizen of the United States in 1851. He lies buried,
with his wife Margaret, under the Church of St. John
in Oregon City, where their headstones are incorp8-

rated into the foundations of the present church and
in which church is a memorial stained glass window
depicting him as a Knight of St. Gregory, a membership conferred on him' by Pope Gregory XVI.
In the house are the original mahogany
dining
table and chairs sent to Dr. McLoughlin from London
soon after he built Fort Vancouver in 1825. At this
table he entertained all comers to the district. Among
them were Nathaniel Wyeth, John Ball, Ewing Young,
David Douglas, Jason and David Lee. Marcus Whitman
a:1d Mrs. Whitman, Dr. and Mrs. Spaulding (and a host
of other missionaries), Lieutenant Wilkes, Father Blanchet and his group of Catholic missionaries-in
fact,
practically every person of importance-trader,
trapper, government official, missionary. or scientist who
came into the district between 1825 and 1845. It is
unquestionably
the most historically important dining
r08m set west of the Rocky m'ountains.
There may also be seen in the house the medical
library of William Fraser Tolmie, the first in the Pacific Northwest, Dr. McLoughlin's
desk and bed, the
bookcase and two bedside tables which were in Fort
Vancouver, a wash bowl bearing the coat of arms of
the Hudson's Bay Company and other items of historical importance, too numerous to be mentioned here.
The House was made a National Historic Site in
1941 by a cooperative agreement
between the McLoughlin Memorial Association, the municipality
of
Oregon City and the National Park Service of the
United States Departm'ent of the Interior.
There are regular visiting hours, except on Monday.
and a matron is always in attendance.
-DR. BURT BROWN BARKER.
F Ol£r
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House

McLoughlin House as it looked on Main Street, Oregon City, on the present site of the Hawley
Pulp and Paper Company's mills. Now a National Shrine the house stands in McLoughlin Park
at Seventh and Cente r Street, Oregon City.
Fi've
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Rose Farm
(Built by William

Livingston

THE STORY of the historic house of Rose Farm is the
story of the dream of a man and woman who, with
three children, left Missouri in May of 1843 to take up
a claim in the Oregon Country. Traveling by ox-team,
they did not reach their destination until chill December winds began to blow. They took up a claim in a
wooded spot near Oregon City and there, between two
stalwart trees, raised a two-room log cabin to serve
as tem'porary quarters while they built "the big house."
It was February before the cabin was finished and
four years before they completed the house.
Site for the house was chosen near a good spring
and within view of majestic Mt. Hood. Timbers of fir
were handsawed
and hand-hewn
and put together
with wooden pins and mortised joints and set on
stones. Floors of wide fir boards were laid. Ceilings
were of wide planed boards. Lapped narrow weather·
boards finished the outside. The house was two stories
high with two fireplace chimneys, one at each end of
the house, extending from the ground to the top of
the gable. For these, bricks were tediously put together with native clay mortar. Every brick and every
board was known well to the home-makers,
William
Livingston and Louisa Holmes, by the time their dwelling was ready to move into.
Furnishing the house was nonetheless tedious and
painstaking.
Among the furnishings
were a walnut
spool bed; chairs with laced rawhide seats; a big sit-in
bathtub of tin; a walnut sewing machine of cabinet
style which used one thread with chain stitch, and

and Louisa Holmes,

1847)

China matting on the floors. Louisa gave the house a
hom'ey touch by adding roses and clematis to the garden. William saw to the digging of a well and placing of an iron-bound oaken bucket on a big windlass.
In hot weather, butter and meat in containers were
lowered into the well to keep them fresh.
If the Holmes family cherished the house of Rose
Farm, so did their neighbors. Hundreds of early citizens of Oregon were invited to share the hospitality
there. If they came to a late party, those who traveled
far distances stayed all night. They were entertained
in the parlor where stood one of four square pianos
that had been brought around Cape Horn in the second
shipment of pianos to Oregon. Its case was of rose·
wood and its keys covered with real ivory. Or they
danced in a large upstairs room that 'served as a ballroom and where was held the inaugural
ball for
Joseph Lane when he became territorial governor of
Oregon in March, 1849. It is said he made his address
from the front balcony.
Children grew to adulthood under the sheltering
beams of the house of Rose Farm. One couple was
married there. Many m'embers of the family died
there. The house, a little the worse for wear but remarkably
preserved, stands today as a memorial to
all pioneer families to whom a home was a personal
creation and a miracle brought about by patient effort
and loving industry.
-MARSHALL DANA.
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The old Holmes home. Known as l~ose Farm, is still standing on the original site in Holmes Lane
in the Mt. Pleasant District of Oregon City, four blocks west from Molalla Avenue.
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Ainsworth

House
Due to the housing shortage at that time the Ainsworths shared their home for a short time with relatives who returned from California, and one night the
stork visited both families within a few hours.
When the Ainsworths moved to Portland the home
was sold to Mr. and Mrs. William B. Partlow, pioneers
of the fifties, and at their deaths it became the property of their son James, thus rem'aining in their family over fifty years.
The son made extensive alterations
to the interior of the house, but the only change in the exterior
was the addition of a two-story bay window on the
east side of the house.
Although it has changed ownership several times
since the death of James Partlow, the exterior remains
as it was originally except for the bay window.
It is now the property of Mr. and Mrs. Dow R.
Phillips who live across the road from the Ainsworth
place.
-VARA CAUFIELD.

ONE of the most beautiful pioneer homes in Oregon
was built by Captain John C. Ainsworth in 1851 in the
Mt. Pleasant district of Oregon City.
After coming to Oregon to take command of the
steamer "Lot Whitcomb," which was built in Milwaukie,
Oregon, Captain
Ainsworth
married
Jane
White, the daughter of Judge S. S. White.
The l10use was built on a sightly knoll of the White
DO:1ation Land Claim', and has a magnificent view of
the surrounding
country. With its French windows,
four stately columns, and second-story balcony at the
front, it is reminiscent of the old southern houses. Near
the frent porch is an unusually large locust tree that
adds much to the picture.
The entrance hall has the original staircase with
its cherry newel-post and there are two fireplaces
downstairs and two up. At the rear, upstairs, is a ballro'Jr:1 with th2 orchestra platform just as it was in pioneer tir:1es.
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Built hy Captain John C Ainsworth on a sightly knoll in the Mt. Pleasant section of Oregon City·
on the road now a can tinuance of Linn Avenue ..
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The White-Kellogg
SAMUEL SIMPSON WHITE crossed the plains for the
Oregon Country in 1845. With his own family he also
brought the family of General McCarver, who met
them at The Dalles with a bateau and crew to transport them down the Columbia River to Vancouver.
Mr. White settled on a donation land claim within one
and one-half m'iles from Oregon City in the Mt. Please
ant district:" There he built a small log cabin, later
enlarging and rebuilding it into an eight room house.
This house was a story and a half, with four lowceiling bedrooms upstairs.
The lumber was handhewn and much of the original timbers and boards is
still used in the framework of the house. The old
wooden pegs and square nails can be seen today.
Judge White, as he was known, his wife, Hulda, and
their four children, resided principally in this home for
twenty-eight
years.
Besides his duties as Chief Justice, Judge White
was interested in the steamboat business, and with
several other partners he built the Lot Whitcomb, the
first boat built on the Willamette river. Later Captain
J. C. Ainsworth bought his boat.
Judge White sold this house and farm about 1876
to Wm. Harrison Kellogg, a pioneer from Missouri.
In the Kellogg family there were t\Urlve boys and ~:me
girl. One of the boys, Edward E., l:lter bought out the
other heirs and made this his hom'e. He married Miss
Etta Cram, with whom he became acquainted
while

House

she was visiting her Aunt Elizabeth Warner on the
. nearby McCarver place, in 1889. Mrs. Kellogg and the
two Kellogg daughters,
Mrs. R. W. Niles, and Mrs.
T. O. Gregory, live in Oregon City. Much of the information about the old home has been given me by
these ladies.
Edward Kellogg made extensive additions and improvements
to the house. The center hall was enlarged to make a more suitable setting for the lovely
old staircase with its cherry rail and newel post. The
roof was raised to make head room in the bedrooms, as
Mrs. Kellogg stated it was hard to make a bed without
bum'ping your head. In removing a partiton, an early
day muzzle loader was found, mute evidence of hazardous pioneer days. Although the general appearance
of the house with its gables and widened porches is
quite different from the old picture, it still stands in
its setting of oak and elm trees, now nearing a century
in age. One elm with six trunks stemming from near
the ground, is a tower of beauty at the side of the
house. The elms were sprayed by a professional tree
doctor and kept in excellent condition during the Kellogg ownership, which ended in 1945 when the old
home was sold. It is located on the Central Point road,
and now has close neighbors, as the original land
claiQ has been sub-divided many times.
-MYRTlE
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Once the home of Judge Samuel White, now known as the Kellogg home, situated
Point road about a mile and a half from Mt Pleasant.
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The Bar/ow
PIONEER WOMEN have left a heritage rich in courage and fortitude and prom'inent among them was
Susannah Lee Barlow, wife of Samuel Kimbrough Barlow, who arrived in Oregon City December 25, 1845.
Susannah who was born in South Carolina March
17, 1791, was the daughter of William Lee, a revolutionary h~ro and a direct descendant of Light Horse
Harry Lee of colonial fame.
Her father and mother moved to Kentucky shortly
after the close of the Revolutionary War and later
went to the Indiana frontier where Samuel Kimbrough
Barlow married the lovely Susannah in 1817.
They, like their ancestors, hewed homes for themselves in the wilderness, building their fortunes from
the work of their hands. To them were born four sons:
William, James, John Lawson and 'Eli, and two daughters, Sarah and Jane.
It was in the year 1845, on the 30th of March, that
the Barlow fam'ily started from Independence, Missouri
for the Oregon Country. The first part of the journey
was not especially eventful but in the latter end snows
delayed them in the mountains while Samuel K. was
laying out and constructiong the first road into the
Willamette Valley, through the Cascade Mountains.
Without provisions for themselves or food for their
animals, they all would have perished on Laurel Hill
if help had not been sent to them from Oregon City.
Shortly after arriving in Oregon the Barlows established their home on the Molalla River, on the Donation Land Claim of Thomas McKay.
Twelve

House
The hardships of the trail and a long life of pioneering made great in-roads on the health of this
southern-born woman who ha¢l stood beside her husband in the thick of the storm and upheld his courage
when his strength and circumstances no longer permitted the carrying out of his am'bitious plans.
She shrank from no service that fell to her lot and
like her colonial ancestor, stood ready to answer any
call for help, saying:
"Here am 1."
She was the ever faithful wife and mother and her
son William said of her:
"She was the most beloved and revered woman of
the Oregon Trail." To this her faithful husband added:
"She murmured not."
This real daughter of the American Revolution and
the "Madonna of the Trail" died December 24, 1852,
and is buried on dedicated ground what was once a
part of their holdings. A tall, marble shaft half hidden
by noble firs, bears the legend of her birth and death
and in letters now grown dim and faint is a verse
written by her husband.
"Oh do not disturb the repose of the dead
Behold her bright spirit has risen and fled
Nor linger in sadness around the dark tomb
But go where bright flowers forever doth bloom."
-N. LEONA NICHOLS.
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The ahove photograph shows the Samuel K.
south of Fifth Street, Oregon City. I n the
roof. It is now remodeled and embodied in
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K. Barlow House
•
Barlow House on the west side of Main Street,
right foreground it is the house with the pointed
the I-lawley Pulp &: Paper Mill Company office.
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The

Thomas

Charman

House

(Built in 1847)
"Priceless,

indeed, is that legacy of a good and honored name"

OF MAJOR THOMAS CHARMAN, pioneer merchant
and banker of Oregon City, whose old hom'e on Main
street, between Fifth and Sixth streets, was the center
of many wholesome and constructive activities nearly
a century ago, the foregoing lines speak eloquently.
The old home is long since gone, and a former bank
building occupies the site, the bank itself having
moved on with progress, but the old Charm an House,
so typical of the pioneer days and so reminiscent of
the pioneer spirit, was a landmark of Oregon City and
of Clackamas county.
Within its walls there stirred, from the time it was
built in 1847 until it was rem'oved several decades ago,
the emotions of pioneer greatness and within its walls
notable accomplishments took form; and lasting influences were exerted .•
The Charman home was actually built in 1847 by
a Mr. Briggs, eight years before Major Charman purchased it in 1855. The lumber for it was largely
brought to Oregon City around Cape Horn. For a few
years the house was a Public Inn.
This pioneer residence was history-making, because of the place Major Charman and his family
occupied in the community. From 1852 when he came
to Oregon City to live until his death he was, not only
a leading merchant and banker, but he was identified with the best interests of the city. He had been
born in Walking Parish, county Surrey in England
September. 8, 1829,the son of farmers. After being educated in England he came to New York in 1848; moved
to Indiana in 1849 and came to Oregon City in 1852.
In 1853 the firm of Charm'an & Warner, general merchandise, began business and great success accompanied their efforts. They sold everything "from a

needle to a threshing machine" and their dealings
exemplified the staunch trust that most pioneers had
in one another in days of adversity or good fortune.
Historians make a point of Mr. Charman's talent for
friendship and his steadfast integrity, traits which
were to be known by later generations in his sons as
they carried on the business and in the women members of the family.
The military title of Major was bestowed upon Mr.
Charman for his work in the Indian wars, and in civic
life he was among the most active of the m'en of his
day. It was he who purchased the Hudson's Bay company store in Oregon City, carrying on the business
that Dr. John McLoughlin, whom Major Charman
spoke of as "the noblest of men," was surrendering.
Hardly an activity of the times but had the help of
Major Charman. He aided in the establishment of the
Oregon City Vvoolen mills, was a factor in organizing
the Wi1lamette Falls Electric company, organized in
Bank of Oregon City, had a part in the first Republican party convention in Oregon. As Mayor of Oregon
City and County Treasurer Major Charman served the
community officially and he was Master of his Masonic Lodge, Multnomah Lodge No.1, and an active
member of the Odd Fellows.
Two of Major and Mrs. Charman's grandchildren
still live in Oregon City. They are the Misses Helen
and Nan Lovett, daughters of Mrs. James Lovett of
Oregon City, the only surviving child who was Mary
Jane Charman. The late Mrs. John Walker (Nellie)
was another daughter as was Annie Louise. The late
Arthur and Frederick Ross Charman were sons. The
late Leonard Charman was a nephew.
-WALTER W. R. MAY.
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Charman

House

Lo:ated, until dcmolished. on the east side of Mai:1 Strcet, between Fifth and Sixth' streets. The
Channan house and property had been purchased by Charles Latourette and the site is now occupicd by the building of thc old First National Bank of Oregon City.
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Locust
THE ORIGINAL OWNER of Locust Farm was Gen.
Morton Matthew McCarver, born in Kentucky in 1807.
He left home at the age of fourteen and spent some
time on the Mississippi river and in Louisiana and
Texas. He m'arried Mary Ann Jennings in 1830 at
Monmouth, Illinois; and in 1832 moved to Iowa. Here
he helped start the city of Burlington. In 1843 he
crossed the plains with Peter H. Burnett and started
the town of Lincoln which is now a part of Portland.
Two years after his wife's death in 1846. he married
Mrs. Julia A. Buckalew. In 184~ the Califoniia gold
digging took Gen. McCarver to that state where he
helped layout the city of Sacramento, was elected to
the California Legislature and was a member of the.
California State Constitutional Convention. He later
helped start the city of Tacoma, Washington.
Gen. McCarver brought from Sari Francisco the lumber from which this house was built. The lumber had
been shipped from Maine to San Francisco by way of
the Horn in 1850. It was then brought here in the
Ocean Bird, a ship owned by Gen. McCarver and threE'.
others. He had originally put up a log house here, but
with the arrival of the lumber, erected the frame
house of six rooms which was constructed with wooden
pegs instead of nails. In 1852 three m'ore rooms were
added.
An abstract for the McCarver home shows that Gen.
McCarver borrowed $7500 on the house, giving a mortgage to the missionary society of the Methodist Episcopal church, which 'was dated August 15, 1855. The
Rev·.-Thomas H. Pearne signed for the church and
Six/cell

Farm
many well known names in Oregon history appear

on it.

The name of Locust Farm was given this house
after my family owned it, and the m'any beautiful
locust trees on the property make it a fitting one. My
grandfather purchased the McCarver home in 1865.
His name was Arthur Warner, and he was born in
the Parish of Walton-on-Thames, in the county of Surrey. England, April 17, 1828. My grandmother, whose
maiden name was Elizabeth Kiser, was born in New
York State April 16, 1830. Papa and Mama Warner;
as they were called by their grandchildren, came west
to the Willamette Valley in 1852, my grandmother
coming across the plains by ox team and grandfather
by way of the Isthm'us.
Papa Warner came in company with Thomas Charman, who was also born in Surrey. The two friends
started the store of Charman and Warner, the first
mercantile store in Oregon City, in 1853. My grand·
father sold his interest to Mr. Charman in 1865.
Mama Warner taught school in Polk county, and on
Nov. 23, 1854, she and grandfather were married there
by the Rev. H. McWallery.
My grandparents had nine children and raised four
others. My aunt, Mrs. Helen Vvarner Lawton, who
passed away in April of this year (1847), was born,
married, and lived all her life here. As a girl she
attended St. Helens Hall, where she was a roommate
of Marne Charman. who later became Mrs. James P.
Lovett. The last of the family is my uncle, Arthur
Charman Warner, who now resides at Locust Farm.
-MRS. FORBES B. PRATT.
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The Pioneer

House

of the Starkweathers
(1855)

THE OLD STARKWEATHER HOME built previous to
1855 stood within the right-of-way
of the present
Super-highway.
At that tim'e it was the only home
standing within the said right-of-way
between Oregon City and Milwaukie.
William A. Starkweather
and his wife, Eliza Gordon Starkweather,
and their three children came to
make their home in what is now known as Concord
community in the spring of 1865.
The name of Concord had not then been applied to
this locality. Indeed, it was later adopted as suggested
by Mr. Starkweather,
for the name of this school and
later applied to the Concord road, and still later the
name "Stub-switch,"
on our electric railway
was
changed to Concord Station.
Mr. Starkweather had then recently purchased from
Byron P. Cardwell a 220 acre farm, being a part of the
Benoni B. Rogers Donation Land Claim. The Starkweather family lived on this farm where the three
younger children were born, for twenty·two years. In
1887 the family built a m'ore commodious home on an
adjoining farm where they lived until after the death
of both Mr. and Mrs. Starkweather.
Mr. Starkweather,
the father, died in 1905 at the
age of eighty-three
years and Eliza Gordon Starkweather, the mother in 1916 at the age of eighty-five
years.
Mrs. Starkweather's
parents,
Hugh Gordon and
Jane Hicklin Gordon spent their declining years on
this old home farm purchased in 1865.
The Gordon family including
Mrs. Starkweather
came to the Oregon Country in the days of the Provisional Government which was organized at Champoeg
in 1843, and which functioned as a government until
the Territorial Government was proclaimed by General
Joe Lane at Oregon City on March 3, 1849.

The Gordon family started the- long journey to the
"Oregon Country" in 1845, by migrating from Indiana
to Missouri. The next year they traversed the unsettled
country from Missouri to Oregon, arriving at Oregon
City in Septem'ber, 1846 only a few months after the
opening of the new Barlow road.
The trip was an undertaking
which called for
strength and courage, but the five people, all of the
family, lived to complete the journey all the way to
Western Oregon.
No doubt they were happy to reach the trail's end,
even if they had to survive that first winter on a diet
composed largely of boiled wheat, wild game, and native wild fruits still on the trees when they arrived
in this, the promised land to many an Oregon Pioneer.
William A. Starkweather,
born in Connecticut in
1822, came west via Ohio and California, and then by
an ocean vessel up the Columbia and Willamette rivers to Oregon City, arriving in the fall of 1850.
In the winter of 1850-51 he taught the first school
at Molalla.
In 1851 he traveled for The Smithsonian Institute.
In 1852 he was one of the party which surveyed
the Willam'ette Meridian from its intersection
with
the Base Line southward.
Mr. Starkweather
early took an interest in Oregon
politics and served as a member in two sessions of
the Territorial Legislature.
In 1857 he was a m·ember
of the Oregon Constitutional
Convention and later in
six sessions of the House of Representatives
of the
State Legislature
and in two sessions of the Oregon
State Senate.
From 1861 to 1865 he served as Register of the U. S.
Land Office under appointment of President Lincoln.
-HARVEY GORDON STARKWEATHER.
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